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SENATOR DIERKS: I wasn't concerned about the
finding out information, I was more concerned
being obtained by the adopted child from that
parerts when anonymity has been r eques te d a n d
anyth i n g i n t h i s b i l l t h at wou l d d es t r o y t h at

SENATOR CONWAY: I don't see where there would be. For o ne , t h e
information flow is fr o m the adopting parents b ck to the
b io l o g i c a l p a r ent r e l at i v e t o . . . and t yp i c a l l y t h e
confidentiality at th a t point, yo u are con cerned with t h e
adopted c h i l d b ec o m i n g f am i l i ar wi t h wh o h i s b i ol og i c al p ar en t s

b io l o g i c a l p a r en t s
about information
chi l d ' s b i o l o gi c a l
there ' s . . . i s t he r e
c onf i d e n t i a l i t y ?

are?

SENATOR DIERKS: Yes .

SENATOR CONWAY • Typica lly, there isn't even any flow in that
information other than the fact that if they went t h r ou gh t h e
Department of Social Services they couldn't intercept the letter
and see the address or where it was being sent or whatever , i t
would be just simply going to the state. So if they are really
concerned with that, I would use the state as the buffer.

SENATOR D IERKS. Well , this is my concern because I think that
we have quite a moral obligation here concerning, if we want t o
even look at it, the abortion problem in the s tat e be c a u s e m a n y
parents, I th ink y oung unwed mothers, for ins tance, are
c oncerned ab o u t hav i ng abortions especially when there is a
chance that if their child is born and adopted, someone cou l d
find out later that they had one when they were r equest i n g
anonymity or confidentiality. I wondered if we were a ddress i n g
that in this bill.

SENATOR C ON WAY : We l l, it's addressed in the sense, like I say,
if that is the case of what it be, that could be put into pl ace
through the Social Services. What we' re talking about typically
here are ch ildren that a r e in many cases four, five, ten,
12-years-old who have lived with their parents, but because of
abuse and other reasons, know who their parents are, there is no
question there. The poi nt being, once they are adopted, that
biological parent who m a y be incarcerated and may be
institutionalized in var ious fashions, are told, don't sign a
relinquishment and let your child go up for adoption because for
all practical purposes you no longer have any knowle dge
whatsoever and have no access to knowledge of whatever happened
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